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the exposure of the figure in front, it is the most
favourable for the display of beauty and long
flowing lines; such is the arrangement in the
Apollo and most of the fine statues.
In the same room we see the Discobolus of
Myron, which is mentioned by the Greek writers.
It has been frequently remarked that a man could
not remain in such a posture; this represents
however a momentary movement and is perfectly
true to nature, and the sculptor must have often
seen the action of throwing the discus. The
modem head of this repetition turns from the
discus, but the one in the Palazzo Massimo is the
most valuable, the head having remained entire,
and turns back towards the discus.
In this room also is a statue of Bacchus of
beautiful execution, which shews in great perfection
his double character, that is, a combination of the
male and female form, A Greek writer says that
when the God appeared among the males, he looked
like a girl, but when he was among the females
he appeared like a boy, such was the delicate
feminine form given to Dionysos, son of Love
and Beauty.
From the room of the Biga, turning on the right
and going through the iron gate, we are in a long
gallery full of statues and fragments. Those who
are capable of judging may trace the great original